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Blue-collar views

T

By Mike LaVelle

.THE BERKELEY Barh, an under-
ground newspaper in Berkeley, Cal,
Tecently reprinted an eight-page docu-
ment outlining International Business
Machines Corp.’s plans to form a domes-
tic corporate CIA to spy ou and de-
stabilize noncorporate America. '

IBAM's paranoiac view concerned the
“Increasing radical-led political activi-.
ty”’ such as “work slowdowns, day-care,
centers, women's and minorities’ .
rights, and. the general conditions of:
~ labor.” ) oy

From Nov. 4 'to 15, IBM held semi-
nars on “Security: A Management
Stall”” for 19 of.its security administra-
tors in Glen Cove, N.Y. The Inlerna:
tional Association of Chiefs of Police.

_had prepared a course outling in “Cor- |

porate protective services—IBM as a

target of terrorists” and “projected |-
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possible response scenarios.” - e

183 CHAIRMAN Frank Cary has not
denied the documents. He . -says that™
they “do not reflect IBM ‘manage-
ment’s policies, concerns, or attitudes.i\’

. What else was he going fo say?

His statement is in thc best tradition
- of the television series Mission: Impos-
sible. Reinember the line at the begin-

ning of the program: “You realize if |’

you are caught the director will disa-
vow any khowledge of your actions.”

1 have copies of those IBAM docu-.
ments which the Berkeley Barb sent to

me. Normally I would be suspicious of i

anvthing printed in the Berkeley Barb
since I consider it a house organ Qf%

Berkeley's radical community. o
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If Frank Cary certifies the docu-
ments by responding to their release,’
then I have to believe that they ave.
authentic. And they are frightening.

It appears from the documents that
1BM hes been flipped out by an organi-:

cus of Labor Committees. The N.C.L.C.

_zation calling itself The National Cau—_i
n
t

is an offshoot of the Maoist Progressive! -

Labor Party and the Columbia College:
S.D.S., both centered in New York City :
in the late '60s., : EE l
errently the N.C.L.C. has offices in:
12 major cities from coast to coast. I:
bave been to their Chicago office and .
they are young, mosily middlé-class,
and they ave more fanatical than Mao's'
Red Guard. By comparison the latfer
ook like conservative Republicans. _
The N.C.L.C. are a gaggle of Marxist
idcologists who are convinced that the |
United States is divided between them,|
the CIA, and the rest of us who are
whwitting dupes or just plain uncon-
scious. ‘ '
Their hate literature on Leonard Wood-
cock, head of the United Auto Work-
ers, The Rev, Jesse Jackson, director
of Operation PUSH, Arnold ‘Miller,
president of the United Mine Workers,:
Ed Sadiowski, recently elected director
of United Steel Workers District 31, ancﬁ'
a host of others shows some sick minds
at work.

THE N.C.L.C. seems to have plenty.
of money. 1ts members fly around the
country without having to work like the’
real workers they'd like to liberate. 1f I
were conspirdcy-minded, Y'd suspect|
some  heavy corporate money behind;
the N.C.L.C. They are ready-made foils
for a crackdown on labor. .

I IBM and the N.C.L.C. want to
freak me out, that’s okay with me. [The
IBM papers mention the N.C.L.C.
roughly 20 times.] But I'm sure not
going to be quiet when the corporate
right wing paranoia of IBM would send
out a platoon of spies and destabilizers
o do & Watergate number on legitimate
labor concerns.

Ii IBM and the International Associa-
tion of Chiefs of Police think they have
2 radical problem now they should wait
until some of their finks are found in
union halls around the country. That is
not a  “projected  possible  response
scenario,” it's the truth.
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